
READ ME PLEASE 
about files on the dropsite exploringblackholes.com 
 
The dropsite 
 
http://exploringblackholes.com 
 
contains some of the latest drafts of the Second Edition of the textbook Exploring Black Holes: 
Introduction to General Relativity by authors Edmund Bertschinger, Edwin F. Taylor, and John 
Archibald Wheeler, to be published by Pearson Addison Wesley of San Francisco, CA, USA. 
 
We would very much appreciate your  comments, criticisms, and suggestions. Please send these 
to Taylor at eftaylor@mit.edu   Two requests and a warning: 
 
REQUEST NUMBER ONE: Please include in your email the COMPLETE FILE NAME of the 
file on which you are commenting. Files are replaced often, and the only way we know what 
you are talking about is to know the COMPLETE file name. At the top of every page is the file 
name of the form  FileNameYYMMDDv# For example, the file name Curving091225v3 means 
"the third version of Curving (Chapter 3) that was created on 25 December, 2009." 
 
REQUEST NUMBER TWO: Please label each comment with the LINE NUMBER or range of 
line numbers on which you are commenting. That pinpoints the place in the text to which we 
should go to install your corrections and improvements. Of course, line numbers get pushed 
around from one draft to the next, so line numbers are almost useless if you do not give us also 
the complete file name! (See request number one.) 
 
********************************** 
 
WARNING: These are drafts. Obviously errors remain. Don't blame us; help us! You will also 
find NOTES to ourselves (USUALLY IN CAPS) that remind us of questions or future plans. 
Please feel free to give us your advice and ideas on these unfinished items as well. 
 
 
 
The first edition can be found at: 
 http://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/academic/product/0,3110,020138423X,00.html 
 
Purchase first edition and read reviews at: 
http://www.amazon.com/Exploring-Black-Holes-Introduction-
Relativity/dp/020138423X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1254743229&sr=1-1 
 
 
 
Thank you for your help, 
Edmund Bertschinger 
Edwin Taylor 
eftaylor@mit.edu 
September 2009 


