Evolution leaves
God with nothing
to do, argues
Richard Dawkins

EFORE 1859 it would have seemed
natural to agree with the Rever-
end William Paley, in “Natural
Theology,” that the creation of life
was God’s greatest work. Espe-
cially (vanity might add) human life. Today
we'd amend the statement: Evolution is the
universe’s greatest work. Evolution is the
creator of life, and life is arguably the most
surprising and most beautiful production
that the laws of physics have ever gener-
ated. Evolution, to quote a T-shirt sent me
by an anonymous well-wisher, is the great-
est show on earth, the only game in town.

Indeed, evolution is probably the greatest
show in the entire universe. Most scientists’
hunch is that there are independently
evolved life forms dotted around planetary
islands throughout the universe—though
sadly too thinly scattered to encounter one
another. And if there is life elsewhere, it is
something stronger than a hunch to say that
it will turn out to be Darwinian life. The ar-
gument in favor of alien life’s existing at all
is weaker than the argument that—if it ex-
ists at all—it will be Darwinian life. But it is
also possible that we really are alone in the
universe, in which case Earth, with its great-
est show, is the most remarkable planet in
the universe.

What is so special about life? It never vi-
olates the laws of physics. Nothing does (if
anything did, physicists would just have to
formulate new laws—it’s happened often
enough in the history of science). But al-
though life never violates the laws of phys-
ics, it pushes them into unexpected avenues
that stagger the imagination. If we didn’t
know about life we wouldn’t believe it was
possible—except, of course, that there’d
then be nobody around to do the disbeliev-
ing!

The laws of physics, before Darwinian
evolution bursts out from their midst, can
make rocks and sand, gas clouds and stars,
whirlpools and waves, whirlpool-shaped gal-
axies and light that travels as waves while
behaving like particles. It is an interesting,
fascinating and, in many ways, deeply mys-
terious universe. But now, enter life. Look,
through the eyes of a physicist, at a bound-
ing kangaroo, a swooping bat, a leaping dol-
phin, a soaring Coast Redwood. There never
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Mr. Dawkins is the author of “The Selfish
Gene,” “The Ancestor’s Tale,” “The God
Delusion.” His latest book, “The Greatest
Show on Earth,” will be published by Free
Press on Sept. 22.
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