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God is not dead.
He was never
alive in the first
place. = *

complicated as ‘creative intelli-
gences. Once it has done so, of
course;-those intelligences can
create other complex things:
works of art' dnd music, ad-
vanced technology, computers,
the Internet and who knows
what in the future? Darwinian
evolution may not be the only
such generative process in the
universe. There may be other
“cranes” (Daniel Dennett’s
term, which he opposes to
“skyhooks”) that we have not
yet discovered or imagined.
But, however wonderful and
however different from Dar-
winian evolution those puta-
tive cranes may be, they can-
not be magic. They will share
with Darwinian evolution the
facility to raise up complexity,
as an emergent property, out
of simplicity, while never vio-
lating natural law,

Where does that leave
God? The kindest thing to say
is that it leaves him with
nothing to do, and no achieve-
ments that might attract our
praise, our worship or our
fear. Evolution is God’s redun-
dancy notice, his pink slip. But
we have to go further. A com-
plex creative intelligence with
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nothing to do is not just re-
dundant. A divine designer is

.all but ruled out by the con-

sideration that he must at
least as complex as the enti-
ties he was wheeled out to ex-
plain. God is not dead. He was
never alive in the first place,
Now, there is a certain '
class of sophisticated modern *
theologian who will say some-
thing like this: “Good heavens,
of course we are not so naive
or simplistic as to care i
whether God exists. Existence
is such a 19th-century preoc-
cupation! It doesn’t matter
whether God exists in a scien-
tific sense. What matters is
whether he exists for you or -
for me. If God is real for you,
who cares whether science has
made him redundant? Such ar-
rogance! Such elitism” =
Well, if that’s what floats
your canoe, you'll be paddling
it up a very lonely creek, The
mainstream belief of the
world’s peoples is very clear.
They believe in God, and that
means they believe he exists
in objective reality, just as
surely as the Rock of Gibraltar

~ exists. If sophisticated theolo-
* gians'or postmodern relativ-

ists think they are rescuing
God from the redundancy
scrap-heap by downplaying
the importance of existence,
they should think again. Tell
the congregation of a church
or mosque that existence is
too vulgar an attribute to fas-
ten onto their God, and they
will brand you an atheist,
They’ll be right.




